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| I rite onely for my ſelf and pri- 


vate friends ; and none prints 
| 1107e, and pri leſs than T : nor 
bad I printed this ; but onely to let 
you ſee how Tnnerave it 1s, which 0- 
thers make fo Criminal. T make my 
ſelf merry with the world ſometimes 
as one who has no buſineſs in it to 
make me ſad; and uſe onely a little 
Poenical Licence, which in all times 
with private perſons, ſo you ſpare 
the polck "on "on - 08 'd: Fer 
if any aik, why with thu perſon m 
particular ? IT anſwer, 'twas a ſub- 
Ho jet 


(4) 
| jelloffer d me iv the preſent ; and| 
| -thatuall, As ſuperlative praiſes 
” *Ccome t00- nigh Flattery : So ſuper. 
latrye diſpraiſes come too nigh Ma. 
 lipnity ; from either of which T am 
_- equally remov'd, I'm furenone art 
© morecarefulthan my ſeif, to give mi 
 *ſcaridal nor offence in what I write; 
and if any will needs take it befor: 
"tu grven, and are fo dull not to un- 
derſiand Wit , nor know bow to di- 
ftmguiſh betwixt Railing && Rall- 
 lerie, let them take Hellebore. 
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Kt. Sir William D' avenant's V oyage 
re 


1, 'O, ther W orld: 


1.1 With his Adventures. in the 
Poets ELizium.. 


Ir WILLIAM D' AVENANT being 
_ dead, nota Poe: would -aford him {© 
muctias an Elegic z wicther becauſe 
org he ſought to make a Monopoly of the 
JI j opoly or the 

Art, or ſtrove to become Eichin ſpight 
| of Minerva : Ithbeing with Poets as: with Muſh 
4 roms, Which grow onely on barren ground, in- 
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rich the Soyl once, and thep degenerate : Onely 
' one, more Humane than the reſt, accompany'd 
him to his Grave with this Elogium. 


Now Davenant's dead, the Stage will 
And all to Barbariſm turn: (mourn, 
Since He it was ths later Age, 

Who chiefly civiliz d the Stage. 


Great was bis Wit, his Fancy great, . - 
As ere was any Poets yet : 
And more Advantage none e er made 


Ozb' Wit and Faucy which he had. 


g 


Not onely Dedalus Artche knew, 
But ever Promethius's too : 

And living Machins made of Men, 
A3 well as dead ones, for the Scene. 


And if the Stage or Theatre be 
A litth World, 'twas chiefly he, 
That Atlas-like ſupported it, 

By force of Induſtry and Wit. 


y All this, and more, he ditl beſide, 
Which hawing perfeSted, he dy'd : 


If he may properly be [aid 
71 | To dy, whoſe Fame will neer be dead. 
> | Another went further yer, and uſing the pri- 


vilege of your Antient Poets, who with almoſt 
2s much certainty as your Divines, can tell all 
that paſſes in the other World :, did thus Re- 
late his Voyage thither , and all his Adventures 
in the Poets Elyzium. 


Severy one at the inftant of their Deaths, 

FX have Paſsports given them for ſome 
1 | place or other, he had his for the Poets 
-Elyziums which not without much difficulty _ 

he obtained from the Officers of Parnaflus : For. 
when he alleg'd, he was an Heroick Poct, they 
ask'd htm why. he did not continue it? When 
he ſaid he was a Dramatick roo, they.ask'd him 
why he leftir off, and onely ſftudicd to get Mos | 
ney 3 like him who ſold his Horſe to buy him 
provender : And finally, when he added, He 

was a Pact Laurecatc, they laugnd, and faid, 
| Bayes was nevcr more cheap than now z and | 
a Hon fince nar} time, none had ever been 
F:&egitimarely crown'd. | | 
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Nor had he leſs difficulty with Charon, who 
hearing he was Rich, thought to make a Booty 
of him, and ask'd anextraordinarty price for his 
palage overs but coming to payment, he found 
he was fo poor , as he was ready to turn him 
batk agen, he having hardly ſo much as his Nau- 
Jum, or the price of every orditary Paſſenger. 


Beingarriv*d, they were all much amaz'd to 
ſe him there, they having never heard of his be- 
| Ing dead, neither by their Weekly Gazets, nor 
Cryers of Verſes and Pamphlets up and down g 
fas common a Trade there, almoſt as it is: here) 
fior was he leſs amaz'd than they , to find never 
a Poet there , Antient nor do , Whom in | 
ſome ſort or other he had not diſfoblig'd by his *J 
diſcommendations , as Homer, Virgil, Tafſo, 
Spencer, and eſpecially Ben.” Johnſon - contrary 
to Plinies Rule, never to diſcommend any of the 
fame profeſſion with our ſelves : ** For either 
5 they are Better or Worſe than you, (ſays he) 
If Better, if they ben't worthy. commendati- 
© ons, you much leſs z if worſe, if they be wor- 
© tiyy commendations, you much morc :' '50 
_ every ways advantagious tis for ns to cammetid 
others. Nay even Shak-eſpcar, whom he thought 
to have foni:dis greacit Friend, was as much 
offended with him as any of the reſt; for fo ſpoil | 
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ing and mangling of his Plays. But he who 
moſt vext and tormented him, was-his old An=. ©. 
tagoniſt Jack Donn, who mock'd him with an . 


hundred paſſages out of Gondibert and after a. | 
world of other railing and ſpightful language (ae *.; 


which the Do&or was excellent) fo exaſperated. * 
the Knight, ar laſt, as they fell together by the - | 
cars: When but imagine * 


What tearing No, 5 bad been there, 
Had they but Noſes for to tear. 


Mean time the Comick Pocts made a Ring 
about them, as Boys do whenthey hiſs Dogs ta= 
oether by the cars ; till at laſt they were ſepara» 
ted by Pluto's Officers, as diligent ro keep the 
peacc and part the fray, as your Italian Sbirri, 
or Spaniſh Argruzelo and fo they drag'd them 
both away , the Door to the Stocks; for raiſing 
tumults and diſturbances in Hell;and the Knight 
to theTribunal,where Minos,acus and Rhada-» 
manthus were to fit in Judgment on him, with 
Momus the Common Accuſer of the Court, _ | 


Here {| 


2 


$ = If 5-4 Oy X 7 n PRA CA 
$3 £-.% od rt [ Ez _ 
Fs .Y Ss PE As. . 13S a ; * 97 
fs Bos 7 "#7 TOY 4 PR 
> c 
Y , 
bes * 


- Here being arriv'd, and lence commanded, 
| -asd him his Quality and Profeſſion: : 'To 
b- PnAr he anſfiver'd'; he was # Poer Lavteare, 
 whofor Poetr aying general had not his fellow 4- 
& live, arid had left none to equal him now he was 
dead + "Andfor Eloquence, | 


F How never any Hyperbolies 
Were higher,or farther ſtretch'd than his; . 
Nor ever Compariſons again | 


| Made things compar'd more clear O: pad 
Then tor his Plays or Dramatic Poetry, 


y How that of The Unfortunate Lovers, 
| T he depth of Tragedy aiſe covers ; 


Is.s Love and Honour you might fee 


The beight of Tragecomedy 3 


F And for his Wits, the Comick Fire 
* In none yet ever flam'd up higher : 


- But coming to his Siege of Rhodes, 


| dt outwent all the reſt by 0das : b-: | 
And 
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And ſomewhat's in'tthat does out-do | 
Both iþ' Antients and the Moderns too. | 


' To which Momns anſwered : Thar though. 
they were never ſo good, ir became not him to 
commend them as hedidzs That there were 
Faults cnough to be found in thems And that 
he had mar'd more good Plays,than cver he had 
made Thartall his Wir lay in Hyperbolies and 
Compariſons , which, when Acceſſory,. were 
commendable enough, but when Principal, de- 
ſerv'd no great commendations 3 That his Muſe 
was none of the Nine, but onely a Mungril, or ! 
By-blow of Parnaſſus, and her Beauty rather ſo+ 
phiſticate than natural z That he offer'd ar. 
Learning and Philoſophy , bur as Pullen and 
otubble Geeſe offer'd to fly, who after they had 
flutter d upa while, at length came fluttering: 
down as fait 1gen; Thar he was. With his high-* - 
ſounding words, bur like empty Hogtheads, the” 
higher they ſounded; the emptier ſtill they were: '} 
. And thar, finally, he fo perplex'd himf1f and. | 
Readers. with Parentheſis on Parenthefis, as, juſt ' 4 
as n a wilderneſs or Labyrinth, all fenſe was loft } 
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E Asforhis Life and Manners, they would. not 
<8 - "5 oy” 9-5 » : 

| examine thoſe, ſince 'twas ſuppoſ'd they were 
E Licentious enough : onely he wou'd ſay, 
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He was a good Companion for © 

The Rich, but ilb one for the poor; 

On whom he look'd ſo, you d belles 
| He walk'd with a Face Negative : 
| Whilt benuft be aLordat ledÞ, 
"© Fog whom he'd ſmile or break, a jeaſt. 


And though this , and much more was exagge- 
rated againſt him by Momus 5 yet the Judges 
were ſo favourable to him ; becauſe he had left. 
the Muſes for Pluto , as they condemned him 
* onelyto live in Pluto's Court, to make him and 
{ Maſtpina merry with his facctious Jeaſts and 
\ Storicsz, with whom in ſhort time he became 
 fogracious, by complying with their humyours, 
and nowand tan dreffing a diſh or two of meat 
+ for them, as they joyn'd him in Patent with Mo- 
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mus, and made him Superintendent of all their * 
Sports and Recreations : So as, onely changing  } 
;  Piace and Perſons, he is now in as good Condi= $ 
tion as ne was before 35 and lives the ſame Life 
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there, as he did here, 4 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
"To the Ators of- the Theare- it I 
* Lincolns-Inn-Fidlds TF 


. I Promiſed you a iohe af what 
 & [| had written of- Sir William 


 D'avenant,, and now behold it 
| here : By it you will perceive 


| how much they abuſed you, who | 
' told youit was fuch an Abuſive | 
"thing. If you like it nor, take 
| heed hereafter how you difoblige 
- Him, who can not onely write 
for you, bur againſt you too. |} 
Rich. F "Ss 1 
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